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Waymarking in Europe

Over the course of the past 100 years footpaths have become an indispensable part of 

walking in Europe. They contribute to the conservation of nature in an important way to 

the understanding of nature in general and the knowledge of places of historical inte-

rest in particular regions and our joint European history in the widest possible context.

Waymarking, which began in some regions close to 140 years ago, is mostly carried out 

by walking clubs, who use volunteer workers for this purpose. Walking clubs are very 

proud of this tradition.

The existing system of waymarking has been developed in such a way that all paths 

correspond to the basic requirements or principles for marked footpaths. These re-

quirements and principles are under “General Principes for Marking“. The diversity of 

forms of marking in individual regions is not an obstacle to the movement of walkers 

along marked paths. 

In general, Europe is split into four regions, which use different waymarking systems, 

although the system of waymarking in each region has very similar signs and rules of 

marking:

•  South-West Europe: Netherlands, Belgium, France, Spain, Portugal, Italy

•  Middle-South Europe: Austria, Croatia, Slovenia, Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia and 

Hercegovina

•  Middle-East Europe: Eastern part of Germany, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland, 

Hungary, Estonia, Romania, Bulgaria

•  north-West Europe: Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Great Britain, Vosges, West-

ern part of Germany

ERA has prepared a structured overview of waymarking systems in the majority of  

European countries. To help you with the orientation in the text, please see „Description 

of text“ for the list of points they might be useful for your search.

We are very happy for any improvement or ideas you have to our overview of way-

marking. We regularily update our site, therefore you are very welcome to send to the 

ERA office your notices. Please write to: secretariat@era-ewv-ferp.com

We hope to help you a little bit on the way across Europe. Enjoy your walking. 

Jana Harnochova

ERA office
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•  Waymarks should be placed in the direction 

of the route so that they are clearly visible 

from a distance.

•  Waymarks should be positioned on an 

object so that the whole mark is visible from 

the point of view of the approaching walker, 

by ensuring that the surface of the mark 

forms an angle of more than 45° with the 

line of route.

•  The route should be waymarked in both 

directions, with two clearly separate marks. 

Each of these marks should be positioned 

with respect to one direction only.

•  Junctions are places where paths cross, join 

or diverge from each other. When carry-

ing out marking, special attention must be 

paid to junctions where the walker could 

leave the marked path by mistake. For this 

reason, all junctions must be marked in both 

directions.

 •  A waymark indicating the correct direction 

should be placed no more than 10 m after 

the junction so that it is clearly visible from 

the junction and indicates the change of 

direction unambiguously. This mark is 

called the guidance mark.

 •  Another mark should be placed a little 

further along the correct route in case the 

guidance mark is destroyed. This is called 

the confirmation mark.

•  Long sections of routes without junctions 

should be provided with reassurance marks. 

The distance between junctions, guidance 

marks, confirmation marks and the first 

reassurance mark should not exceed 250 m. 

This distance should be shortened in dif-

ficult or mountainous terrain.

•  If the marked route turns off on another 

path or changes direction suddenly, an ar-

row should be used, with the point of the 

arrow indicating the new direction.

•  Increased attention should be paid to the 

signing of routes in built-up areas, and in 

particular along sections leaving built-up 

areas.

•  Directional panels or fingerposts indicat-

ing the route of the marked path should be 

placed at the starting/ending points of the 

route, at junctions and at other places along 

the route as necessary.

•  Fingerposts and directional panels should 

indicate one or more destination along 

the marked route and the distance in km 

(miles) or hours. If a destination is shown on 

a fingerpost or panel, it must be shown on 

all other subsequent fingerposts or panels 

until the destination itself is reached.

General principles for  
signing and marking footpaths



5

Waymarking in the European countries

DESCRIPTION OF TExT

1.   State
2.   Country or territory
3.     Organisations performing the marking
4.    The extent of the marked trails network
5.   Marking system:
5.1  Footpath marking

-.-. 1    Classification of marked paths

-.-. 2    Kinds of marks

-.-. 3    Fingerposts and signs showing a local destination

-.-. 4     Walking-map and information boards

-.-. 5      Special interest-trail informations boards

6.   European long-distance and international paths
7.   Walking maps

PICTOGRAMS: 

Examples of waymarking  

in European regions     

Blue:

Yellow:

Green:

Red:
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a Austria

1. State
Austria

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Several sections of the Oesterreichischer 

Alpenverein (OeAV) and the Deutscher 

Alpenverein (DAV)

Österreichischer Touristenklub (ÖTK),

Headoffice: Bäckerstrasse 16, 1010 Wien,

tel: +43 1 512 38 44,

zentrale@touristenklub.at

Naturfreunde Österreich, 

Touristenverein „Die Naturfreunde“ (TVN), 

Viktoriagasse 6, 1150 Wien,  

info@naturfreunde.at,  

www.naturfreunde.at

Municipal offices as well as several local 

tourism organisations.

4. The extent of the marked trails network
...

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

With the marking of the paths several 

organisations are occupied so that not all 

markings are designed in the manner de-

scribed hereafter. On the initiative of the 

national organisations there is at present 

an effort to standardise the markings into 

the whole country. It concerns especially 

the standardized introduction of the same 

signposts which are used in Switzerland.

This kind of marking uses yellow signposts 

with a length of 600 mm (there of 60 mm 

point with time data), which are fixed on 

places where the course of the marked 

trail is not obvious. In front of the name 

of destination is also a coloured spot 

(diameter 20 mm), which indicates the 

difficulty of the trail (see below).

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

Marked paths are divided into trails near 

the valley (with slight activity and not 

difficult character) and paths through the 

mountains (mostly narrow and steeply, 

from time to time passages with the risk 

to fall as well as short, secured spots). 

Marking of the difficulty:

Paths through the mountains: red spot. 

Unambitious paths or its sections: blue 

spot or no special marking at all.

A black spot marks paths through the 

mountains (or parts of them), which are 

narrow or with a risk to fall. There are 

repeatedly secured passages or easy rock 

climbing areas. It is absolutely necessary 

to be sure-footed and to have a good 

head for heights. 

The marked paths are also numbered with 

one- to three-digit numbers as follow:

•  The numbers 01 – 10 mark the long- 

distance trails which cross Austria

•  The three-digit numbers stand for 

the long-distance paths as well as the 

regional paths where at the hundred 

correspond to the Moriggl-system of 

the mountain groups.

•  The one- and two-digit numbers 1 – 99 

are used to mark the local paths.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

There will be installed horizontal, rectan-

gular markings with three stripes (200 

mm long and 140 mm wide, e.g. on trees).

 

The outside stripes with a width of 40 mm 

are red and the stripe in the middle with 

a width of 60 mm is white. Into the white 

stripe the number of the marked path is 

written. Besides that there can be used 

pressure-sensitive stripes in red-white-red 

with the same width of all three stripes 

(80 mm) to stick them on the posts of the 

signposts. 

Here and there are still red circle motives 

on a white field which are replaced step 

by step by the stripe-markings.

In areas with a close network of marked 

paths the marking can be carried out with  

the same three-striped marking with white 

	  	  
23
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outside stripes and coloured middle stripe 

(white–colour–white). The guiding colour 

order can be red, blue, green or yellow 

correspondant to the significance.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing  

local destinations

The signposts serve as a basic element to 

secure a reliable course of the marked path.

Every organisation which keeps the 

marked path in good condition decides 

independently which type of signpost will 

be used. This is the reason why the type 

of execution as well as the content of the 

text can have significant differences.

The texts of the signposts are single-lined 

or multilined with distance information in 

hours and minutes (in case of walking times 

less than 45 minutes). The next destination 

is indicated in the topmost line. The path 

number is shown near the arrowhead. 

At the lower edge of the signpost the 

organisation which is responsible for the 

marked path section is named.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

...

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

Nature trails follow existing paths and lead 

from stop to stop. On boards the specific 

characteristics of the area is pointed out. 

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
They run parallel to the long-distance paths 

01, 03, 04, 05, 07 and 10 (the E5 runs on his 

own route). They are sporadically marked 

with rectancular boards (270 x 80 mm).

  

7. Walking maps
Some cartographic publishing houses 

(Freytag & Berndt, Kompass-Verlag) 

publish walking maps with the network of 

the marked long-distance paths as well as 

regional paths. These maps can be pur-

chased into bookshops and tobacconists.

Moreover the „Bundesamt für Eich- und 

Vermessungswesen“ publishes sheets 

of the national topographical maps 

„Österreichische Karte 1:50 000“ with a 

subscription of the cours of the marked 

paths.

	  

	   Europäischer Fernwanderweg 4 
Pyrenäen-Jura-Neusiedler See-Balaton 



8 BE Belgium

1. State
Belgium

2. Country or territory
Flandre

Wallonie

3. Organisations performing the marking
Flandern - Grote Routepaden,  

Beatrijslaan 72, 2050 Antwerpen,

info@groteroutepaden.be, 

www.groteroutepaden.be 

Wallonie - les Sentiers de Grande Randonnée,  

Mundo Namur, Rue Nanon 98, 5000 Namur, 

info@grsentiers.org, 

www.grsentiers.org  

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The extent of long distance footpaths 

(GR) is around 6,900 kms.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The network of marked paths consists of 

long distance paths (GR) connected with 

similar paths on the territory of France 

and, at the border with Holland, of long 

distance paths (LAW) connected with 

similar paths in Holland.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks

Long distance paths are marked with 

two-stripe marks with dimensions of  

90 x 70 mms, the upper stripe of which 

is white and lower is red. The change of 

direction of the marked path is indicated 

with a double mark. A mark indicating an 

incorrect route is placed at a crossroads 

in the direction in which the marked path 

does not lead.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing  

local destinations

...

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

...

5.1.5. Special interest trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
...

7. Walking maps 
The network of marked long distance 

footpaths is drawn in Belgian topographic 

maps 1:25 000, 1:50 000 and 1:100 000 

and in French and Dutch maps of similar 

scales. The German Kompas publishing 

house also publishes Belgian walking 

maps with drawings of the marked long 

distance paths network.

	  



9Bg Bulgaria

1. State
Bulgaria

2. Country or territory 

...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Blgarski turisticeski sjuz (Bulgarian Tourist 

Union), 75, Vasil Levski Blvd., P. B.: 427, 

1000 Sofia, www.btsbg.org

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The length of marked footpaths is around 

6,000 kms.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

The basic requirement in the course of the 

network building is that, if possible, paths 

marked with the same leading colour do 

not join or intersect each other. The rule 

is that the main paths are marked with 

red and blue marks while the secondary 

paths are marked with green and yellow.

 

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The whole network of marked footpaths is 

marked with three-stripe marks, complemen-

ted, to a limited extent, with object marks. 

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

The unified system of footpath marking uses 

square horizontal three-stripe marks with 

a 100 mms side length, the outer stripes of 

which are white and the midstripe coloured. 

The space between the stripes is 5 mms 

wide. The sequence of leading colours ac-

cording to significance is red, blue, green 

and yellow.

The arrow is used in the case where the 

marked path changes direction suddenly 

or branches out in another direction.

The following sign indicates the end of 

concurrence of two marked paths:

If several marked paths of different leading 

colours pass through the same route, all 

the marks are placed on one object in an 

obligatory shape of multicolour sign. 

Object marks are used for detours to a 

peak, well, cave or accommodation facility. 

The shapes of marks for these detours 

are not available.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

Both tablets with arrowheads are used 

as fingerposts (for text with more lines), 

and fingerposts (for single-line text). 

Distance indication is shown in hours and 

kilometres. For each direction a symbol of 

the marked path is added to the tablets, 

with a fingerpost being placed in it’s 

arrowhead. The dimension of the tablets 

are 630 x 450 mms or 450 x 220 mms 

and of the fingerposts 450 x 100 mms. 

Wood is used as the material for their 

production.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information boards  

Boards of different dimensions with 

schemes of the marked-path routes over 

a wider area, etched out with distances 

to main destinations and icons specifying 

their type, are used near accommodation 

facilities and more significant starting 

points of marked paths.

5.1.5. Special interest trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
...  

 

7. Walking maps 

...
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1. State
Switzerland

2. Country or territory 

Switzerland, cantons, municipals

3. Organisations performing the marking
Cantonal trail-organisations

http://www.wandern.ch/de/verband/ 

kantonale-organisationen/kontaktadressen

National organisation (only counselling 

and coordination):

Schweizer Wanderwege, Postfach,

Monbijoustrasse 61, 3000 Bern 23;

www.wandern.ch

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The whole network of marked paths  

includes more than 60,000 km.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

The paths are marked according to the 

same principles in the whole Switzerland. 

Since 2006 the requirements are fixed in 

a binding standard.

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The path network consists of all the knotted 

footpaths, hiking paths and alpine hiking 

paths. As a rule these paths run outside from 

settlement areas, develop particularly 

areas, which are suitable for recovery, 

beautiful landscapes (view sites, watersides 

and so on), cultural points of interest as 

well as touristic facilities. Historical routes 

are included as far as possible. 

The paths are divided into three catego-

ries according to their grade of difficulty: 

•  Foot paths are publicly accessible paths, 

which are generally meant for walkers.  

If possible they run aside the streets for 

the motorised traffic and do not have 

asphalt or concrete coating. Steep pas-

sages can be passed via steps and areas 

with a risk to fall are protected with 

handrails. Watercourses can be passed 

accross (pedestrian) bridges. To walk 

on foot paths no special requirements 

are necessary.                                                                                    

•  Hiking paths are trails which partially 

make rough areas accessible. Mostly 

they are steep and narrow and some-

times interrupted. Extremely difficult 

passages are protected by ropes or 

chains. Under circumstances brooks 

have to be passed through fords. Users 

of hiking paths have to be sure-footed, 

have a good head for heights and be 

in good constitution. They must have 

knowledge about the risks in the moun-

tains (rock fall, slip hazard, risk to fall, 

change in the weather pattern). Non-slip 

shoes, equipment fitted on the weather 

and the carrying of topographic maps 

have to be taken for granted.

•  Alpine hiking paths are ambitious hiking 

paths. Sometimes they lead through 

areas without trails, across snowfields 

and glaciers, screes, through rock fall 

gulleys or through rocks with short rock 

climbing areas. Physical provisions can-

not be taken for granted and are limited 

to the protection of very interrupted 

parts with the risk to fall. Users of alpine 

hiking paths have to be sure-footed, 

have a good head for heights and be in 

a very good constitution. Knowledge 

about the using of rope and pick as well 

as how to get over a hiking part with the 

aid of the hands is absolutely necessary. 

They must have knowledge about the 

risks in the mountains. In addition to the 

equipment for hiking paths an altimeter 

and a compass and for crossing glaciers 

rope and pick are indespensable. 

Touristic routes present outstanding walks 

and run on foot paths and hiking paths:

•  National routes are routes which lead 

through a big part of the Switzerland. 

The starting point and the destination 

of these paths are mostly situated in 

border areas. 

•  Regional routes lead through several 

cantons.

•  Local routes have a local character.

                                                                            

5.1.2. Kinds of marks

•  The signalisation of the paths is yellow.

  

•  The signposts of the hiking paths are 

yellow with a white-red-white point, 

confirmations and markings are white-

red-white.

CH Switzerland
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•  The signposts of the alpine hiking paths 

are blue with a white-blue-white point, 

confirmations and markings are white-

blue-white. The information board alpine 

hiking path gives information about the 

special requirements at the beginning 

of the path.

Touristic routes are signalised by sign-

postings for route fields. They are an 

additional signalisation instrument which 

completes the destination signalisation. 

They are only placed on points with infor-

mation about destination.

•  National routes are signalised by a route 

field and a single-digit number.

•  Regional routes are signalised by a 

route field and a two-digits number.

•  Local routes can be signalised by a 

route field but they do not have to.

Paths which lead to points of touristic 

interest, which are not reachable through 

the trail can be signalised by brown sign-

posts.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing local 

destinations

Walking routes are signalised by signposts 

with information about destination and, if 

indicated, time specification. These sign-

posts are installed at the starting points, 

destinations and stopovers of all routes 

as well as at intersections of the paths.

Destinations are starting- and final des-

tinations of routes as well as places with 

bigger importance along a route. On the 

signpost the destinations are indicated 

from top to bottom according to the 

walking direction. At the top the nearest 

stopover is listed. At the bottom the final 

destination as end of the path is listed. 

If one signpost indicates several routes 

(four at most) these routes are divided by 

a horizontal hyphen. In case of common 

short-term destinations these points will 

only be listed once.

Time specifications complete the destina-

tion information at all starting points, 

destinations and stopovers. The time 

specifications are rounded up to 5 minutes.

Special information like e. g. the route name 

can be indicated below the destination. 

Examples for special information:

The field of location informs at the start-

ing point, destination and all stopovers 

of the routes about the location and the 

height above sea-level.

The signposts are made from 5 mm thick, 

polished hard aluminium. The length of 

the sign-posts is 450 mm (without time 

specification) or 615 mm (with time speci-

fication). The width is 120 to 200 mm 

depending on the number of lines.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

Information boards (size 700 x 1,000 mm)  

show the path network of a region on basis  

of a topographical map. They are installed 

at important starting points of walking 

routes, for example at bus stops or railway 

stations, in the middle of the towns or at 

parking lots.

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and interna-
tional paths
As far as possible important international 

long-distance paths are a part of the net-

work of the national routes. As route field 



13a combined route field analogue to the 

signalisation of the EuroVeloroutes can 

be used. In this case a blue route field for 

international routes is overlapped at the 

top on the left by a green route field for 

national routes.

International long-distance trails of a minor 

importance are not non-stop signalised. 

They can be marked with touristic informa-

tion boards (size 210 x 148 mm) at impor-

tant places of the stage/stopovers.

7. Walking maps 

The network of marked paths has been in-

cluded nationwide into the walking maps 

of the schweizerische Landestopographie 

(scale 1:50 000).
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1. State
Czech Republic

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Klub ceských turistû (Czech Tourist Club), 

Revolucní 8, 110 05 Praha 1, tel. +420 251 

610 181, www.kct.cz, e-mail: kct@kct.cz  

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The total extent of marked footpaths is 

around 40,000 kms.

Some 1,000 kms of footpaths are in a 

suitable condition for use as cross-country 

ski trails in winter. 

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking 

The basic requirement in the course of 

the network building is that paths marked 

with the same leading colour do not, if 

possible join or intersect each other. The 

rule is that the main paths are marked with 

red and blue marks while the secondary 

paths are marked with green and yellow.

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The whole network of marked foot-

paths is marked with three-stripe marks, 

complemented, to a limited extent, with 

object marks. 

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

The unified system of footpath marking 

uses square horizontal three-stripe marks 

of 100 mms side length, the outer stripes 

of which are white and the midstripe 

coloured. The space between the stripes 

is 5 mms wide. The sequence of leading 

colours is according to significance red, 

blue, green and yellow.

The arrow is used in the cases where the 

marked path changes direction suddenly 

or branches out in another direction.

If several marked paths of different lead-

ing colours pass through the same route, 

all the marks are placed on one object in 

an obligatory shape of a multicolour sign. 

In the vicinity of recreational or tourism 

centres with a high density of stripe mark 

network, you may encounter local ’object 

marking’ using squares rather than stripes 

particularly for shorter walking circuits. 

A square mark of 100 mms side length is 

created by two equilateral triangles with 

the leading colour triangle always on the 

right. This mark also has it’s arrow design.

Special white square marks of 100 mms 

side length with green, 30 mms wide di-

agonal stripe can be used for the marking 

of special interest trails. This mark also 

has it’s arrow design. 

           

	  



15However,  special interest trails are not 

always marked in this way. A number of 

them lead along current stripe or local 

marking and they attain the character of 

special interest trails only on account of 

information panels and special direction 

labels.

Detours of a maximum length of 1 km 

leading to attractive sites disallowing the 

continuation of stripe or local marks, are 

marked with these square object marks 

of 100 mms side length. Also, these marks 

have the arrow design:

                                                             

Detour to a peak or scenic vista

Detour to a fountain or well

Detour to another sight of interest

Detour to ruin of castle or other building

A square trail-end mark of 100 mms side 

length is used at both ends of stripe or 

local marked path and at the end of each 

diversion.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

Each marked footpath is equipped with 

fingerposts individually and separately 

for each direction.

The basic colour of footpath fingerposts 

is beige, the text is black. The text of the 

fingerposts are single to three-line with 

distance indication in kilometres rounded, 

in the vast majority of cases, down to  

0.5 kms. The closest place is shown on the 

first line from the top. The heading of the 

fingerposts shows “A footpath of KCT”, or 

the name of the path. The symbol of the 

marked path or detour is in the arrowhead.

Fingerposts without the symbol of marked 

path or detour in the arrowhead draw 

attention to important tourist facilities or 

attractions in the vicinity of the marked 

path, to which no independent sign or 

detour leads. 

The reverse direction from the facility or 

attraction to the marked path is usually 

also equipped with fingerpost showing 

as a rule a uniform text “To the starting 

point of marked paths”.

If a special interest trail is not marked 

with a special sign and leads along stripe 

or local marked paths, special interest-

trail signs are placed on their crossroads. 

The symbol of the marked path along 

which the special interest trail continues 

is in their arrowheads:

Fingerposts with the arrowhead of unified  

dimensions of 400 x 140 mms are stamped 

from sheet iron. 

Signs showing a local destination placed 

above fingerposts are also beige with black 

text. They show the name of the destina-

tion in which they are installed and it’s 

altitude. If convenient, a two-line informa-

tive text can be added.

	  

	                    Pěší trasa KČT 
ZBRASLAV                       3    km     
JÍLOVIŠTĚ                        7    km 
DOBŘÍŠ (NÁM.)                 15,5 km 
2003                                       ZN325a 
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The tablets with uniform dimensions of 

330 x 140 mms are also stamped from 

sheet iron. 

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

Boards with walking maps with dimen-

sions of 1,800 x 1,200 mms in the form 

of magnified walking maps are, as a 

rule, placed at important crossroads of 

marked paths or at their starting point. 

These principal information boards with 

walking maps are installed in standard-

ised steel or wooden stands or frames.

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

Information boards or printed guides to 

special interest trails are designed by 

their establisher who is also responsible 

for their maintenance. 

As a rule, KCT is not usually such an 

establisher and generally only concludes 

agreements on the maintenance of the 

special interest trail marking.

 

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
European long-distance paths are led 

along a common network of stripe 

marked paths. Walkers are informed 

about their route by means of their sym-

bol (such as E 8) shown in the arrowhead 

of fingerposts of all paths which the E-

path passes. The course of these paths is 

shown also in walking maps of KCT.

International paths are led in the same 

way; however there is no notice of their 

course in the countryside. These are 

shown only in KCT’s walking maps.

7. Walking maps 
KCT is the publisher of walking maps 

covering the entire territory of the Czech 

Republic. These maps contain, besides 

walking and geographical information, 

drawings of all marked footpaths, cross-

country ski trails and cycle routes. The se-

ries of maps in the scale of 1:50 000 (the 

so called ‘green maps’) serve for walking 

and cross-country skiing. In view of the 

fact that KCT ensures the maintenance 

of all marked trails in the Czech Repub-

lic, these maps provide the most reliable 

information about their route. Apart from 

KCT, several other walking map publish-

ers exist, whose series however do not 

cover the entire territory of the Czech Re-

public. The KCT walking maps and maps 

of other publishers can be bought from 

the existing network of bookshops.

	                            KČT 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  ŠIMPERK	  (ZŘÍC.)	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  388	  m	  
Hrad	  připomínán	  r.	  1239,zanikl	  
v	  15.stol.za	   česko-‐uherských	  
válek.	  
2003	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  TR068	  	  	  
	  



17D Germany

1. State
Federal Republic of Germany

2. Country or territory
Regierungsbezirk Chemnitz

3. Organisations performing the marking
Erzgebirgsverein e.V., Eibenstocker Str. 67, 

08349 Johanngeorgenstadt

Verband Vogtländischer Wander-u.  

Gebirgsverein e.V., Am Wald 10,  

08258 Schönlind 

4. The extent of the marked trails network
...

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking 

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

Three main long distance footpaths 

marked in blue traverse the highlands 

from east to west: “Kammweg”, “Görlitz 

– Greiz” and “Ostsee – Saaletalsperren”. 

The “Wanderweg Erzgebirge-Vogtland” 

long distance footpath is marked in red.   

Regional paths marked mostly with red 

marks pass along larger rivers and are in-

terconnected with further red marks. The 

network is complemented by local paths 

marked with green and yellow marks. Cir-

cular paths also belong to this group.  

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

The unified system of footpath mar-

king uses square horizontal three-stripe 

marks with a 100 mms side length, the 

outer stripes of which are white and the 

midstripe coloured. The sequence of 

colours according to the significance of 

the marked path is blue, red, green and 

yellow.

In some places, marks of the same dimensi-

ons but with a 60 mms diameter coloured 

circle inside are still occasionally used 

However, these will gradually be replaced 

with stripe marks.

If several marked paths of different colours 

pass through the same route, all the marks 

are placed on one object in an obligatory 

shape of a multicolour sign. 

Special interest trails are marked with a 

special square mark of 100 mms side length 

with green, 30 mms wide diagonal stripe.

Also arrows can be used at crossroads 

and crossings, placing the white arrowhead 

against the appropriate square mark.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

The basic colour of fingerposts is green, 

the border frame and text is white. A 

symbol of the marked path, for which the 

fingerpost is designated, is placed in the 

arrowhead. The text of fingerposts are 

single to four-line with distance indica-

tions in kilometres. The closest place is 

shown on the first line from the top. 

If the marked path is named, the name is 

shown in smaller letters at the lower rim 

of the footpath fingerpost. 

	  

	  

	  	  	  

	  



18 The “Wanderweg Erzgebirge-Vogtland” 

long distance footpath is an exception, it’s  

name shown in yellow letters on the finger-

post header and it’s symbol (three forma-

lised spruces) in green on the fingerpost 

rim, without the symbol in the arrowhead. 

As detours and short circular paths are 

not marked, fingerposts without a symbol 

in the arrowhead indicate them.

The dimensions of fingerposts vary between 

500 x 100 mms to 500 x 240 mms accor-

ding to the number of text lines shown on 

the fingerpost. 

 

Signs showing a local destination include 

the name of the destination where the sign  

and fingerposts are placed and in some case  

it’s altitude. The name must conform with 

the corresponding name on walking maps.

The dimension of the sign showing local 

destinations corresponds to the dimension 

of a fingerpost without arrowhead. 

5.1.4. Walking-maps and information 

boards  

Boards with walking maps showing the 

route of the marked paths are rarely used 

due to their high cost. At important star-

ting points and marked path crossroads, 

only boards are placed showing marked 

paths passing through or with a schematic 

drawing of their route in the immediate 

vicinity. 

5.1.5. Special interest trail information 

boards

These boards show information related to 

the thematic content of the special interest 

trail. On the board header a special interest 

trail mark is placed. 

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
European long distance and international 

footpaths are marked according to rules 

set out by the ERA.

7. Walking maps 
The marking officials are obliged to co-

operate closely with publishers of walking 

maps in the updating of marked path 

drawings on the maps.
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1. State
Germany

2. Country or territory 

Naturpark Frankenwald

3. Organisations performing the marking
Frankenwaldverein e.V. 

Karlsgasse 7, 95119 Naila;  

info@frankenwaldverein.de,  

www.frankenwaldverein.de 

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The whole path network of the Frankenwald-

verein includes approximately 4,220 km.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

Four certified trails „Qualitätsweg Wan-

derbares Deutschland“ lead through the 

Frankenwald. The Frankenwaldverein 

takes care of them:

on 123 km – the Frankenweg – from the 

Rennsteig to the Schwäbische Alb

on 39 km – the Fränkische Gebirgsweg

on 38 km – the Fränkische Steinreich

the „Burgenweg“ – the historic trail from 

Lauenstein to Kronach with 76 km

The paths of the Frankenwaldvereins use 

the colour BLUE for the supra-local route 

and loop-trails and GREEN for the local 

loop-trails.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

There are the following „blue“ paths:

14 main paths     

885.0 km (marked with letters respec-

tively symbols)

16 loop trails at the Frankenweg  

242.0 km (numbers from 51 to 66)

20 theme paths    

450.0 km (marked with lines or symbols)

14 main loop trails   

261.5 km (numbers from 1 to 13) 

The „green loop trails“ are marked with 

green double-digit numbers and the 

name of the path in a white field.

Generally the starting points are related 

to a tourism place, a larger town or city. 

But it is also possible to start or end 

from/on any place or parking lot situated 

on the trail.

To build these loop trails clearly they are 

divided into seven rambling regions, 

which cover the whole hiking area of the 

Frankenwald and its subsidiaries.

Some of these loop trails are marked with 

different markings, others are maintained 

by the local authorities or organisations.

Every signpost indicates the total length 

of the path.

The rambling region is revealed by one or 

two letters on the designation:

Rambling region, DÖ, arround the Döb-

raberg

Rambling region, KC, Kronacher Lang

Rambling region, KU, Kulmbach city and 

country

Rambling region, OS, Oberes Selbitztal

Rambling region, R, Rennsteigregion

Rambling region, RT, Oberes Rodachtal

Rambling region, US, Untere Selbitz,  

Saale and Bad Steben

In these wide range of loop trails the interes-

ted rambler is able to allocate a loop trail 

to a particular region by means of the 

markings. The two numbers state more: 

KC 74 (Zechen-Weg): The tens stand for  

Stockheim. This means Stockheim is in  

the 7th place of the walking region  

         Süßengut-Weg

DÖ 52



20 Kronach. This order was choosen by pure 

chance and is no rating. The unit 4 reveals: 

The Zechen-route is the fourth path of the 

district area Stockheim. All 70th numbers 

(KC) are reserved for Stockheim. The name 

of the trail itself expresses something 

typically of this loop trail.

Besides the marking, the name of the trail 

and the digitally surveyed route every 

loop trail also gives information about the 

elevation profile, the description of the 

path with back-ground information and 

interesting points at the wayside.

The loop trails were chosen with much love 

to the homeland. They show the Franken-

wald with all its diversity and offer a plen-

titude of possibilities for every rambler to 

get to know our Frankenwald at best.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

All signposts are in the same colour as the  

mark and indicate the name of the path, 

the symbol (in case of loop trails also the 

total length of the path) and the distance 

to the next destination or the destination 

after next (place or viewpoint) in 0.5 km-

rounding.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information boards  

At important points (centre of the town, 

viewpoints) information boards are 

installed, on which the trails in this area 

are shown exactly. Basis for the maps 

partially is the topo-graphic map of the 

state office for measurement and geoin-

fomation.

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
In the area of the Frankenwaldverein the 

European long-distance paths E 3 and 

E 6 lead from Mitwitz (coming from the 

Thüringer Wald) to Münchberg (following 

the Fichtelgebirge) on a length of 84 km. 

Marking symbol is a blue St. Andrew’s 

cross in a white field. 

7. Walking maps 

The state office for measurement and 

geoinformation in Munich as well as the 

Fritsch-Landkartenverlag in Hof published 

walking maps showing the marked paths 

in the Frankenwald (scale of 1:50 000 

and 1:35 000 as well as 1:25 000 for some 

areas).

The Frankenwaldverein has recorded 

all paths digitally. The tour portal at the 

homepage www.frankenwaldverein.de  

or under http://frankenwaldverein.de/

Tourensuche.126.0.html indicates all paths 

with course of the route, elevation profile 

and description of the trail. Furthermore 

GPS-data are available for download as 

well as a printout of course of the route, 

elevation profile and description of the 

path as pdf-file.
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1. State
Federal Republic of Germany

2. Country or territory 

Saarland

3. Organisations performing the marking
Saarwald-Verein, Professor-Notton-Str. 5 

- Haus Sturm, 66740 Saarlouis

4. The extent of the marked trails network
Marked footpaths create a network of 

around 2,500 kms.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The main marked long distance foot-

paths and walking circuits are marked 

with object marks in red, blue, green and 

yellow. Circular footpaths designated for 

motorists have the same marking. Special 

object symbols are used for special inte-

rest trails (Kulturwanderwege).

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

A white square with a side of 100 mms 

is the basic mark shape inside which a 

symbol in the form of a cross, Andreas-

kreuz, circle, triangle or horizontal stripe 

is placed. When a vertical stripe is used, 

it covers the entire right or left half of 

the mark. Connecting roads to towns 

and villages and to railway stations are 

marked with “V” shape marks. The marks 

are painted or plastic.

All special interest trails have their names 

and are marked with special symbols, 

such as

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

...

5.1.4. Walking-map and information boards  

...

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
The European E3 long distance footpath 

is marked with a blue “Andreaskreuz”.

7. Walking maps 

Saarland-Verein has published its own 

“RV 11159 Saarland” walking map of 

Saarland in the scale of 1:75 000 with 

drawings of all marked footpaths. In 

addition, topographic maps can also be 

bought in the scale of 1:50 000 showing 

the drawings of marked footpaths.
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1. State
Federal Republic of Germany

2. Country or territory 

Saxony

3. Organisations performing the marking
...

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The marked footpaths create a network 

of around 15,000 kms. 

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The main international (EDC) and federal 

state long distance footpaths are marked 

mainly with blue but also red stripe marks. 

Generally, regional paths have their names 

displayed and are marked with a red stripe 

mark and a mark with a red circle. Green 

and yellow stripe marks serve for local 

and connecting paths and a special mark 

is used for marking special interest trails.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

The unified system of footpath marking 

uses square horizontal three-stripe marks 

of 100 mms side length, the outer stripes 

of which are white and the midstripe co-

loured. The sequence of colours according 

to significance is blue, red, green and 

yellow.

                                                                                      

Marks of the same dimension but containing 

a coloured circle 60 mms in diameter may 

sometimes be encountered in areas with 

a very dense network of marked paths.

Special interest trails are marked with a spe-

cial square mark of 100 mms side length 

with a green, 30 mms wide diagonal stripe.

Also, arrows can be used at crossroads 

and crossings, placing the white arrow-

head against the appropriate square mark.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

The basic colour of fingerposts is green, 

the border frame and texts are white. A 

symbol of the marked path, for which the 

fingerpost is designated, is placed in the 

arrowhead. The text of fingerposts are 

single to three-line with distance indica-

tions in kilometres while in Saxon Swit-

zerland (Sächs. Schweiz) and Lusatian 

Mountains (Zittauer Gebirge) distance 

indication are in hours and minutes. The 

closest place is shown on the first line 

from the top. 

If the marked path is named, the name 

is shown in blue in the heading of the 

fingerposts for the path.

The dimensions of fingerposts vary be-

tween 500 x 100 mms to 500 x 240 mms 

according to the number of text lines 

shown on the fingerpost. 

A sign showing a local destination con-

tains the name of the destination where 

the sign and the fingerposts are placed, 

and in some cases its altitude. The name 

is also shown in walking maps.

At important crossroads, the names of 

long distance paths are shown in blue 

D Germany

	  

	   	   	   	  



23in the heading of tablets showing local 

destination.

The dimensions of signs showing local 

destination correspond to that of a fin-

gerpost without arrowhead.

5.1.4. information boards 

The information boards usually show the 

network of marked paths in the relevant 

territory by schematically drawn lines in 

corresponding colours (stripe marks with 

a solid line, marks with a coloured circle 

with a dotted line and special interest 

trails with a broken line). 

Further useful information about the course 

of marked paths is ideally shown in three 

languages. 

5.1.5. Special interest trail information 

boards

These boards show information related 

to the thematic content of the respective 

special interest trail. A special interest 

trail mark is placed at the board heading. 

6. European long-distance and interna-
tional paths
The marking of European long distance 

footpaths is carried out with blue stripe 

marks complemented here and there with 

the symbol of the European E3 or E10 

long distance footpaths.

7. Walking maps 
Walking maps of different scales with 

drawings of marked paths are available 

throughout the bookshop network. Landes-

vermessungsamt Sachsen publishes  

1:25 000 topographic maps complete 

with drawings of marked footpaths.                     
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1. State
Federal Republic of Germany

2. Country or territory
Schwabian Alps

3. Organisations performing the marking
Schwäbischer Albverein e.V.,  

Hospitalstraße 21B, 7000 Stuttgart 1,  

www.schwaebischer-albverein.de,  

info@schwaebischer-albverein.de 

4. The extent of the marked trails network
Marked footpaths form a network of 

around 20,000 kms. 

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The basic network of marked footpaths 

consists of ten main paths and regional 

paths. All the main paths have names. 

Further, the network is complemented 

with side paths, connecting paths and 

access paths to main paths, detours and 

circular paths from parking places. 

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

A red triangle with arrowhead directing 

at Tuttlingen is used for HW 1 and HW 2 

peripheral paths.

A mark with a red stripe is used for other 

main paths HW 3 to HW 10.

Regional paths are marked with current  

marks complemented by specific symbols, 

such as a red grape on a white background 

for the “Würtenbergerischer Weinwander- 

weg” wine path.

Outer access paths to main HW 1 and  

HW 2 paths or to their side paths are mar-

ked with a blue triangle, the arrowhead of 

which points towards the middle of the 

mountains. The inner access paths point-

ing to peripheral paths are marked with 

a yellow triangle, the arrowhead of which 

points towards the mountain edge. 

The side paths starting and ending at the 

HW 1 and HW 2 peripheral paths create 

alternative paths to their course and are 

marked with a red fork (=Dreiblock), the 

arrowhead of which points in the direc-

tion of Tuttlingen. Further side paths  

connecting the access paths with peripheral 

ones are marked with a blue and yellow 

fork (=Dreiblock) in the area of mountains 

and a blue stripe or a red or blue cross at 

foothills.

Connecting paths connect two access 

paths or two side paths or an access and 

side path. These are marked with a red, 

blue or yellow diamond in mountains with 

a red or blue horseshoe at foothills.

Circular paths starting from parking places 

are marked with white Arabic numerals on 

a black background. 

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

Tablets with painted direction arrows are 

used instead of fingerposts. The text is 

two-line, whereas the closest information 

point is shown on the first line and a sig-

nificant point to a maximum of one-day’s 

walking distance is shown on the second  

line. Both lines are connected with a hy- 

phen. The names of the information points 

correspond with the topographic names 

shown in maps. The distances are shown 

in kilometres. A symbol of the path is also 

shown in colour on the tablet. The name 

of the marked path is placed within the 

heading of the tablet. One tablet can 

serve for one or even both directions of 

the marked path. 

If another continuing marked path is also 

shown on the tablet, a white line will sepa-

rate the data on it from the data about the 

respective marked path. The marking for 

continuing marked paths does not include 

the symbol for the original marked path. 

Tablets showing local destinations con-

tain the name of the information point, 

it’s altitude and, in some cases, a short 

information text. A direction indication 

about the route of the marked path may 

exceptionally be placed on the tablet 

showing local destination.  

D Germany
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5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

Boards with topographic maps are 

installed only where financial resources 

other than the club’s own are given for 

their provision.

Information boards are placed at important 

information points on marked paths.

They contain the path’s name, symbol 

with which it is marked, and its most 

important information points with indica-

tion of kilometres in both directions of it’s 

route. 

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
The European E8 long distance footpath 

is marked with current marks of individual 

main paths which are complemented 

with the E8 red symbol on a white back-

ground.

7. Walking maps 
The club ensures the updating of the 

marked paths network in topographic maps 

published by Landesvermeßungsamt.
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1. State
Denmark

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Dansk Vandrelaug (DVL), Kultorvet 7,  

1175 København K, tel. +45 33 12 11 65,  

e-mail: dvl@dvl.dk, www.dvl.dk

Dansk Islandshesteforening

Dansk Ride Forbund

Danmarks Naturfredningsforening

4. The extent of the marked trails network
At the end the year 2002, there was a 

total of 13,420 kms of footpaths in Den-

mark, of which 3,923 kms are internatio-

nal and long distance routes. There is a 

plan to extend the footpaths by 970 kms. 

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

...

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

A blue square mark of 100 – 400 mms 

side length with a white icon of a walker 

is used for the marking of all footpaths. 

The name of the marked path is usually 

placed at the lower edge of the mark. 

With a change of direction, a white arrow 

is placed on a separate blue tablet of the 

same width under the mark.

As a rule, the marks are fixed on freestan-

ding wooden balks.

 

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing 

local destinations

Fingerposts usually with single-line text 

are painted on a metal plate fixed on a 

standardised low stand made of steel 

tube. The basic colour of the fingerpost 

is blue and text is white. At the end of the 

fingerpost, opposite the arrowhead, there 

is the symbol of the marked path. The 

name of the marked path is shown above 

the fingerpost.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

...

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
The European long-distance footpaths 

pass through the actual footpaths. How-

ever, this fact is shown at the lower edge 

of the mark. In addition, these footpaths 

are also marked with a white horizontal 

cross in black field (St. Andrew’s Cross-

Andreaskreuz).

7. Walking maps 

...

Dk Denmark
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1. State
Spain

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Federación Espanola de Deportes de 

Montana y Escalada, Floridablanca, 75, 

Entlo 2a, 08015 Barcelona,  

tel. +34 93 426 4267,  

e-mail: fedme@fedme.es; www.fedme.es

Dirección de Senterismo,  

Santa Cruz de Tenerife, 5 Local,  

50007 Zaragoza, tel. +34 976 383 809,  

e-mail: lamagiadehuesca@prames.com. 

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The total length of marked trails is ap-

proximately 43,000 kms, including the 

National Trails (GR) measuring 26,000 

kilometers.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

Marked footpaths divide into long 

distance (GR), regional (PR) and local 

footpaths (SL). Their marking varies only 

with regard to the leading colours of the 

marks.

 

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

All marks are two-stripe with the upper 

stripe white. The length of individual 

stripes is 100-200 mms and the width 

30-50 mms. The space between stripes 

is 10-20 mms. The lower stripe is red for 

long distance paths, yellow for regional 

paths and green for local paths. 

The concurrence of more kinds of paths 

is marked so that a coloured stripe of the 

lower significance (PR or SL) is added to 

a mark of the higher significance (GR): 

A warning of the change of the marked path 

direction is represented by the addition of 

a rectangular broken white stripe under the 

mark indicating a sharp change of direc-

tion while a moderate change of direction 

is indicated only with an angled mark.

                                                         

A special mark for a forbidden direction 

is used at crossroads. 

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing 

local destinations

Wooden fingerposts with dimensions of 

at least 1100 x 200 mms with arrowheads 

are used. At the fingerpost edge opposite 

the arrowhead, the number of the path is 

shown in the field of the leading colour. 

Text is single to two-line with distance in-

dications in kilometres or hours. A symbol 

of the path appears within the arrowhead.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

...

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and interna-
tional paths
...  

7. Walking maps 
Working with the IGN (National Geogra-

phic Institute) and other public and priva-

te companies to inquire about the status 

of the network at the regional level. 

E Spain
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1. State
France

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Fédération Française de la Randonnée 

Pédestre, 64, rue du Dessous des Berges, 

75 013  Paris, www.ffrandonnee.fr 

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The total extent of marked footpaths is 

around 800,000 kms, of which long dis-

tance paths (GR) represent 40,000 kms. 

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

Marked footpaths divide into long distance 

(GR), regional (GR de Pays) and local 

footpaths (PR). The first two groups of 

paths differ only in colours of marks, local 

marking and shape.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

Two-stripe marks are used for long distant 

and regional paths. The dimension of the  

basic mark stripe are 100 x 20 mms and the  

space between stripes is 5 mms. The upper  

stripe with the long distance paths is white, 

while with regional paths it is yellow. 

An arrow design of these marks serves 

for warning of a change in direction of 

the marked path.

The following modifications of marks are 

used at the beginning of a diversion.

You may encounter a special mark for a 

forbidden direction at crossroads:

Local paths use solely single-stripe marks 

in yellow.

Along long distance paths, in particular, but 

also along other paths you may encounter 

tablets placed above marks which provide 

information about the type of marked path.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

Fingerposts provide data about distances 

to individual points of the path in kilometres.  

Important information for walkers is pro-

vided and names of individual places by 

means of icons. 

5.1.4. Walking-map and information boards  

...

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

... 

 

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
...  

 

7. Walking maps 
125 walking maps with drawn paths covering 

the whole territory of France are currently 

available in libraries and the bookshops 

network. 

F France
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1. State
France

2. Country or territory
The Vosges 

3. Organisations performing the marking
Fédération du Club Vosgien –  

16, rue Sainte-Hélene, 67000 Strasbourg,  

www.club-vosgien.com

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The club maintains a network of marked 

footpaths with a total extent of around 

16,000 kms.

 

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The marked paths are divided into long 

distance, regional and local paths. Besides 

these, short circular walking paths have 

also been created. Different kinds of marks 

in four colours are used for each kind of 

marked path: red, blue, yellow and green. 

All symbol marks are placed on a white 

background with dimensions of 100 x 70 

mms.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

A rectangle is used for long distance paths 

in a north-south direction and a diamond 

for long distance paths in a west–east 

direction. Blue and yellow leading colours 

are used for traversing GR paths

Parallel parts of long distance paths, such  

as those passing around peaks, are marked 

with a rectangular mark of the same colour 

but with a white stripe in the middle. This 

mark in the leading colour red serves for 

access paths to long distance paths.

The following symbols are used for local 

paths where a mark with circle serves 

preferentially for circular paths longer than 

15 kms. The sequence of marks and colours 

shown below corresponds with the signifi-

cance of individual marked paths.

The following mark serves for circular 

paths, the walk length of which does not 

exceed 3 hourts (12 – 14 kms). These paths, 

start as a rule, from parking places and their 

starting point has a board specifying the 

route of the path. For circular paths with 

a walk length over 4 hours (longer than 

15 kms), it is recommended that the circle 

which designated for such circular paths 

is used.

The marks are both painted and plastic. 

Plastic marks are placed on living trees. 

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

Tablets with a direction arrow serve as 

fingerposts. Black text on a white back-

ground are single to six-lines. Multiple-

line text is used at the starting points 

of marked paths while in intermediate 

information places you can find single 

to three-line text. The nearest place is 

shown on the first line from the top. In the 

bottom left corner of the tablet there is 

a path number, a symbol for the marked 

path in the right corner and a direction 

arrow between them. The tablet of the 

local destination has the local destination 

name, identical to the name shown in the 

walking map, and the altitude.

Fingerposts are placed at all starting points 

and crossroads of marked paths. 

F France

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



31They occur also at other places where the 

walkers could find it helpful to see the 

routing of the marked path. 

Fingerpost and local destination tablets 

are made of 3 mms thick aluminium plate 

bent down at the top to form a narrow 

roof. Their width is 330 mms with varying 

heights according to the number of lines 

from 105 to 310 mms.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

Information boards schematically depicting 

path routes and the nature of the land-

scape are placed at the starting points of 

marked paths and at important crossroads. 

The circular paths are represented by a 

circle, on the perimeter of which, individual 

points on the path are shown, with a symbol 

of the mark used for the circle marking in 

the middle. Fingerposts placed near the 

information board guide the user to the 

corresponding path direction. 

 

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and interna-
tional paths
...

7. Walking maps 
...     
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1. State
Finland

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Waymarking of the trails is carried out by 

local councils and Metsähallitus,  

P.O. Box 94 (Vernissakatu 4), 01301 Vantaa,  

tel. +358 205 64 100, www.metsa.fi

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The full extent of the trail system has not 

been determined. The Finnish Every Man’s 

right allows hikers to sensibly explore the 

entire Finnish nature, which includes also 

privately owned land.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

The state enterprise Metsähallitus is the 

largest owner of land and water areas in, 

especially, northern Finland. The organi-

sation has its own system for marking 

trails. However, other organisations are 

engaged in the trail marking as well. A 

uniform marking system is proposed. 

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

Finnish trails serve various purposes and 

have different lengths and levels of dif-

ficulty. In general, there are summer and 

winter trails. The longer these tracks are, 

the more demanding they are usually for 

hikers. Long trails often have fewer marks 

and, therefore, hiking on them requires 

good navigation skills. 

5.1.2. Kinds of marks

Trails are classified into three levels of dif-

ficulty: easy, intermediate, and demand-

ing. However, only a small portion of the 

trails are classified with levels of difficulty.

Easy trails are clearly marked with a blue 

circle. These trails display small height 

change and there is no risk of getting lost. 

Intermediate trails are clearly marked with 

a red square. These types of trails allow 

some height change. However, there is no 

risk of getting lost when walking them.  

Demanding trails are marked with a black  

triangle. Parts of the trail are steep and 

difficult to climb. Since the marking might 

be rather scarce, good navigation skills are 

required to explore them, especially, in 

areas where the trails merge with nature 

paths that are usually rarely signposted.

Trail classifications are also done according  

to wheelchair accessibility into either 

easy or demanding trails. Wheelchair 

trails are obstacle free routes.

 

   

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing  

local destinations

Along bigger roads there is usually a road 

sign which shows the name of the local 

trail. In addition, a blue traffic sign is 

added to lead to these places of interest. 

Along minor roads there is a brown sign 

together with informative picture symbols 

which refer to the local trail. Finally, along 

actual walking trails there are signs to 

indicate the distance in kilometers to the 

destination. They also provide additional 

informative picture symbols. 

      

The most commonly used signs are the pic-

ture symbols of two hikers which refers to a 

hiking trail, the place for campfire, the place 

for a shelter, and the place for swimming.

Finally, signs might also be attached or 

painted on trees along the trail.

Fin Finland
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5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards

Hiking areas where more financial resources 

are available, such as national parks, provide 

their guests with informative orientation 

boards. 

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

In distinct areas, information boards call 

attention to special nature sights along 

a trail. In these cases, signs indicate the 

presence of, for example, special flowers, 

plants, or birds that can be observed 

from platforms.

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
Two European long-distance paths are 

marked to lead through Finland, E6 and 

E10. Waymarking of these routes varies  

according to the local council, whose area 

they pass. Good orienteering skills and 

local maps are required. Moreover, the 

nearly 800 kms long Nordkalottleden trail 

has a 70 kms long section going through 

northern Finland, which is also signposted 

according to Finnish standards. The other 

parts of the trail go through Sweden and 

Norway.

7. Walking maps
Metsähallitus is a main provider of trail and 

service data for commercial map producers.  

In particular, Karttakeskus is by far the 

biggest supplier of walking maps in Finland. 

Moreover, Metsähallitus maintains the 

webpage www.excursionmap.fi on which 

detailed maps of hiking areas, such as 

national parks, from the scale 1:2 500 to 

1:3 000 000 are available. The organisa-

tion supplies interested hikers with over-

view maps of national parks that include 

informative symbols, descriptions, and 

pictures. 

Finally, local outdoor maps are often avail-

able in book shops and city information 

offices in the respective city councils.
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1. State
Great Britain

2. Country or territory
a)  England & Wales

b)  Scotland

3. Organisations performing the marking
Representative bodies for walkers listed 

below, but waymarking is carried out 

at a local level by local authorities and 

national park authorities.

a)  Ramblers GB, 2nd floor Camelford 

House, 87 - 90 Albert Embankment, 

London SE1 7TW

b) Ramblers Scotland, Kingfisher House, 

Auld Mart Business Park, Milnathort, 

Kinross KY13 9DA

4. The extent of the marked trails network
a) In England & Wales, the marking of 

public rights of way can be performed 

only on publicly accessible paths. There 

are over 225,000 km of these free ac-

cessible public rights of way in England 

and Wales, which are shown on definitive 

maps held by all local authorities for their 

areas. Other access is available on private 

routes used with the permission of the 

landowner, but no statutory right applies 

to these routes and they may be with-

drawn from use at any time. 

The public rights of way network also 

includes 13 official long distance routes in  

England and two in Wales, known as 

National Trails. These routes offer over 

2,000 km of waymarked paths, enjoyed by 

an estimated 12 million people each year.

b) In Scotland, access rights apply over 

most land, but there are fewer paths than 

in England & Wales. The full extent of the 

path network is not known because there 

is no similar requirement to map paths.  

However, following the Land Reform 

(Scotland) Act 2003, all local authorities  

and national park authorities have had to 

map ‘core’ paths, which provide a frame-

work for ‘sufficient’ access throughout 

their areas. The core paths plans are not yet 

complete but it is expected that around 

17,000 km of paths will be identified, 

signed and promoted. 

These paths, however, just represent a 

fraction of the total path network available 

for walking in Scotland. 

Long distance routes in Scotland are 

known as Scotland’s Great Trails, and in 

2013 there were 26 trails, although the 

Great Glen Canoe Trail is not available 

to walkers! Together these trails provide 

2,700 km of waymarked paths. There are 

also other unofficial long distance routes 

but the extent and quality of the marking 

of these routes cannot be assured.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

a) public rights of waymarking in England 

& Wales

Local authorities have the legal duty to 

signpost and waymark public rights of 

way. Authorities have a duty to signpost all 

footpaths, bridleways, restricted byways 

and byways where they leave a metalled 

(hard surfaced) road, and indicate what 

kind of route it is. Landowners must be 

consulted where the signs are to be 

erected on private land.  

Here are some common signs you’re 

likely to come across while out walking 

and what they mean:

gB Great Britain

Footpath: Open to walkers only, 

waymarked with a yellow arrow.

Bridleway: Open to walkers, 

horse-riders and cyclists, way-

marked with a blue arrow.

Restricted byway: Open to walkers, 

cyclists, horse-riders and horse-

drawn vehicles, waymarked with 

a plum coloured arrow.

Byway open to all traffic (BOAT): 

Open to walkers, cyclists, horse-

riders, horse-drawn vehicles and 

motor vehicles, waymarked with a 

red arrow.

National Trails: Identifies 15 long 

distance routes in England and 

Wales. All are open for walking 

and some trails are also suitable for 

cyclists, horse-riders and people 

with limited mobility.
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b) path marking in Scotland

In Scotland, there is no nationally-recog-

nised system for waymarking trails, apart 

from official long distance routes, as below. 

Landowner permission is required before 

erecting signage. 

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

...

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

...

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and interna-
tional paths
These routes are currently not widely 

promoted in Great Britain.

7. Walking maps 

Walking maps have been publishing by 

several organisations:

•  Ordnance Survey is the official carto-

graphical publisher producing walking 

maps of the entire United Kingdom.  

The Ordnance Survey’s Landranger 

series comprises walking maps to the 

scale of 1:50 000 in which the public 

rights of way (with the exception of 

Scotland) are drawn in red. The Ord-

nance Survey’s Explorer and Outdoor 

Leisure series comprise very detailed 

maps in the scale of 1:25 000, in which 

public rights of way are drawn in green.

 

•  Harvey Maps provide a wide assortment 

of various walking maps of different 

territories.

There is also a growing number of private 

sector websites with route databases, 

some of which are free to use and others 

which require registration with the site or 

a membership fee.

Open Access land: Just over a 

million hectares of mountain, 

moorland, heathland, downland, 

common land and public-owned 

woodland in England and Wales is available to  

people to walk, run, explore, climb and watch 

wildlife, without having to stay on paths.  

Some restrictions may apply, for example 

during the season for groundnesting birds.

Negative access symbol: May be 

used to mark the end of area-

wide access although other access 

rights may exist, for example 

public rights of way.

Home Zones: Home Zones – 

where roads and streets have 

been physically altered into 

more community - friendly 

spaces – give equal priority to 

drivers and people on foot or on bikes, with 

traffic-calming measures, very low traffic 

speeds and clear signs to alert and remind 

drivers to act with greater care.

Quiet Lanes: Local authorities can 

designate roads as Quiet Lanes to 

make them safer and more attrac- 

tive to walkers, cyclists and horse 

riders. Quiet lanes are usually 

minor rural roads connecting local villages 

and communities – and often footpaths and 

bridleways – where drivers are expected to 

adhere to lower speed limits.

	  

	  

	  

	  

Scotland’s Great Trails:  

Identifies 26 long distance routes 

in Scotland. With the exception 

of the Great Glen Canoe Trail, all 

are open for walking and some trails are also 

suitable for cyclists, horse-riders and people 

with limited mobility.
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1. State
Greece

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Elliniki Omospondia Orivasias - Anarrichisis  

(Hellenic Federation of Mountaineering 

and Climbing), Milioni Str. 5, 106 73 Athen, 

www.eooa.gr 

4. The extent of the marked trails network
National long distance paths and E-paths 

represent a network 3,500 kms in length. 

Besides that a vast network of local paths 

exist, the length of which has not been 

calculated.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The marked paths are divided into E-paths, 

national long distance paths and local 

paths. Different marks are used for each 

kind of marked path. All symbols of the 

marks are placed on a white background.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

Aluminium plate marks fixed on metal 

tubes and also painted marks are used for 

E-path marking. A square mark with 100 mms 

side length is placed on the tip. The basic 

colour of the mark is yellow with a path 

number written on it’s surface. 

The marks are placed on a rectangular 

aluminium-plate carrier so that they show 

the path direction: for a forward direc-

tion they lie entirely within the area of 

the carrier while a change of direction is 

represented by pushing the mark tip out 

over its right or left edge. 

  

A vertical two-stripe square mark with 

side length of 100 mms on a white 

background serves as a painted mark for 

E-paths. It’s left stripe is yellow and it’s 

right one black. With a change of direc-

tion this two-stripe mark is lengthened 

into a bent arrow. 

                                                                         

National long distance paths are marked 

with a square mark of 100 mms side length 

placed on the tip. The basic colour of the 

mark is red. A bent direction arrow indi-

cates a change of direction. 

 

If the mark is painted on an aluminium plate, 

the number of the path in white is placed 

in it’s centre. The first figure determines the 

territory through which the path passes, 

namely

0 – Northern Greece  

  (Macedonia, Epirus, Thesally)

1 – Western Greece

2 – Middle Greece and the Euboia Island

3 – Peloponnese Islands

4 – Crete

Local paths are marked, according to their 

significance, with squares, triangles, circles 

or stripes in red, yellow, green, blue, orange 

and violet. Stripe marks are used only when  

the network is particularly dense, to prevent 

the crossing of paths of the same symbol 

and colour. A change of direction is indica-

ted with the same bent arrow in the colour 

of the path as that used for national long 

distance paths.

gr Greece
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5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing 

local destinations

Rectangular fingerposts with arrowheads 

in the direction of the path continuation; 

as a rule, the final destination point and 

one nearer point are shown with the 

indication of the walk time in hours and 

minutes. 

The names of destinations are written in 

Greek alphabet and in Roman characters. 

Icons at the name of each destination 

provide further information about it. A 

coloured circle in the finger-post arrow-

head indicates the level of difficulty of 

the path: blue for easy, green for medium 

difficulty and red for difficult. At the 

arrowhead edge of the fingerpost is the 

symbol of the path.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

...

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
See 5.1.2.

7. Walking maps 
The Greek Central Office of Foreign Tourism 

publishes 24 titles of walking maps in the 

scale of 1:50 000 for various mountain ar-

eas of Greece. These maps are particularly 

suitable for wandering along the E4 and E6 

E-paths. They are available free of charge 

from branches of the Central Office in vari-

ous countries or from the Greek National 

Tourist Organisation, Publication DPT.

Walking maps of Greece are also published 

by the private publisher Anavasi, Orminiou 

34, GR-115 28 Athina, tel., fax (++30) 210 

7293541 or Road, Ilia Iliou 41, GR-117 43 

Athina, tel (++30) 210 9296541, fax (++30) 

210 9296492. 

It is possible to get an Index of Published 

Walking Maps from these publishers free 

of charge. 

You can obtain topographic maps of 

Greece from the Hellenic Army Geo-

graphical Service, Evelpidon 4, GR-113 62 

Athina. fax (++30) 210 8817376. The index 

of published maps can be obtained free of 

charge from the service. 

For the purchase of topographic maps, it 

is necessary to show your name, address, 

passport no. and to state the purpose for 

which the map will be used. After the cus-

tomer remits payment for the maps to the 

appropriate bank account, they will receive 

them by post.      
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1. State
Hungary

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Magyar Természetbarát Szövetség, 

Thököly út 59-60, I/107, 1146 Budapest, 

www.termeszetbarat.hu

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The total extent of the network of marked 

footpaths is around 11,000 kms.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

The basic requirement in the course of the  

network building is that if possible paths 

marked with the same leading colour do 

not join or intersect each other. The rule is 

that the main paths are marked with red 

and blue marks while the secondary paths 

are marked with green and yellow.

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The whole network of footpaths is marked 

with stripe marks, complemented to a 

limited extent by object marks. 

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

The unified system of footpath marking 

uses white rectangular marks of the 

dimension 120 x 100 mms with a coloured 

horizontal middle stripe of a width of  

33 mms. The sequence of leading colours 

according to significance is blue, red, yellow 

and green. 

A mark with a vertical cross is used for 

connecting paths between stripe paths and, 

exceptionally, for detours to important 

destinations (such as public transport 

stations) and a mark with an open ring is 

used for circular paths. 

Detours leading to attractive sites disal-

lowing the continuation of stripe marks 

are marked with these object marks of 

the dimension 120 x 100 mms. 

Detour to a peak or scenic vista

Detour to an accommodation facility

Detour to a fountain or well       

                                                                             

                       

 Detour to a cave

Detour to a ruin  
of a castle or other building                                                     

A mark crossed with a horizontal black or 

dark brown cross notifies that the marked 

path has been closed or diverted.         

A temporary changed course of the 

marked path is indicated by a white mark 

with a direction sign without text.

H Hungary

	   	   	   	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  

	  



40 5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing local 

destinations

Each footpath is marked with fingerposts 

individually and separately for each 

direction.

The basic colour of footpath fingerposts 

is white, the text is black. Texts on the 

fingerposts are single to four-line with 

distance indications both in kilometers 

(rounded to one decimal point) and time 

indications, showing minutes (p) up to 90 

minutes and hours (ó) to the accuracy of 

one decimal place. The closest place is 

shown on the first line from the top. Icons 

specifying the kind of facility for walk-

ers are placed between the name of the 

information point and an indication of the 

distance. 

The advice of an attraction lying outside 

the marked path can be placed within the 

text of the fingerpost; it’s name and dis-

tance in kilometers are shown in script in 

brackets. The symbol of the marked path 

or detour is in the arrowhead. The dimen-

sion of the fingerpost is 425 x 150 mms.

Signs showing local destination placed 

above fingerposts are also white with 

black text. They show the name of the 

destination in which they are installed 

and the altitude. 

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

...

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

The administration bodies of national parks 

and forest enterprises provide the special 

interest-trails with information boards.

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
European long-distance paths are led 

along a common network of stripe marked 

paths. Walkers are informed about their 

route by means of white marks with black 

icons of a pair of walkers and the number 

of the European long distance footpath. 

7. Walking maps 
Walking maps are published mainly by 

the Cartographia publishing house and 

also by several small publishers. Maps 

are issued according to individual tourist 

areas in scales of 1: 40 000, 1:50 000 and 

1:60 000.
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1. State
Croatia

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Hrvatski planinarski savez, Komisia za 

planinarske puteve, Kozarceva 22,  

10000 Zagreb

4. The extent of the marked trails network
...

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

...

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

A round mark of 120 mms with an inner 

white circle of 60 mms is the basic mark. 

A several millimeters wide space is left 

between both parts of the mark. This mark 

can be complemented with red stripes 

of a length of 50 mms indicating the 

direction of the continuing marked path. 

Rarely, a three-stripe mark of a length of 

150 – 200 mms is used, with 30 mms 

wide stripes. The outer stripes of the 

mark are red, the inner one is white.

A three-stripe mark with a white stripe, 

120 mms wide, is also used on thin trees 

and metal tubes. If the object is too thin, 

it is possible to double the mark for bet-

ter visibility by adding one white and one 

red stripe. 

In places where the next stage of the 

path may be hard to see, a single red 

stripe of a length of 200 mms and width 

of 20 – 30 mms can be used as a basic 

mark which, where necessary, indicates 

the angle of the route of the path.

 

Where useful, additional marking is placed 

under the round mark. It’s height is 80 – 100 

mms and is white in colour on a dark 

background and in red colour on a light 

background:

•  A x-shape horizontal cross under the 

mark indicates a crossroads of marked 

paths in a distance of around 50 mtrs.   

It is used before crossroads situated in 

open country and can occur also inde-

pendently of the round mark. 

•  Capital letters under the mark represent 

the abbreviation of the marked path’s 

name. This marking is placed only at the 

beginning and end of the path and only 

with marks which are distant 5 to 10 

minutes of walk from each other.

•  The figure under the mark indicates the 

number of the marked path. It is used in 

the same way as the abbreviation of the 

name of path.

•  The arrow under the mark indicates a 

sudden change of direction of the path 

and is bent accordingly. If the straight 

direction of the path needs to be con-

firmed, an arrow with its arrowhead 

aiming vertically upwards is placed 

above the mark. The arrow can be bor-

dered with a different colour. 

To ensure that walkers are following marked 

paths in winter time, at places where the  

marks could be covered with snow, these are  

placed on bars or, alternatively, on columns 

made of piled-up stones lying in distances 

of 30 to 50 mtrs from each other. 

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing local 

destinations

Tablets with directional arrows or finger-

posts with directional arrowheads serve 

as fingerposts. The basic colour of finger-

posts is red, the text is white. The text on 

fingerposts are mostly single-line, similarly 

on tablets where, as a rule, text for both 

direction are shown. The distances are 

shown in hours and minutes. At the lower 

Hr Croatia

	  

	  

	  

	  	  



42 edge of the tablet, the name of the path’s 

maker is shown. 

The data about the path route is often 

written in capital letters on trees or rocks 

instead of using fingerposts. 

Tablets showing local destinations include 

the name of the pertinent destination and 

its altitude. If tablets are used instead of 

fingerposts, the name of the information 

point is shown in italics in their headings. 

The fingerposts have frame dimensions 

of 350 x 100 mms and tablets 350 x 240 

up to 450 mms. Fingerposts and tablets 

are made of wood, metal or plastic and 

are fitted with a narrow sheet-metal roof 

at the top.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards

At more significant starting points of 

marked paths and accommodation 

facilities, information boards are placed 

showing drawings of the marked paths 

network and walking facilities over a 

wider area.

5.1.5. Special interest trail information 

boards

Environmental organisations put up 

information boards in places of special 

interest with a relevant description.

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
European long-distance paths are marked 

with the same round mark as ordinary 

paths but with a yellow centre.

7. Walking maps 
...
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1. State
Italy

2. Country or territory 

All territories.

3. Organisations performing the marking
FIE, CAI, public and private local organi-

sations.

Federazione Italiana Escursionismo,  

Via Imperiale 14, 16143 Genova,  

tel. +39 010 3515736 in the afternoon; 

info@fieitalia.it, www.fieitalia.it

CAI – Club Alpino Italiano, Sede centrale 

del CAI, Via E. Petrella 19, 20124 Milano, 

tel. +39 02 2057231; 

cai@pec.cai.it, www.cai.it

4. The extent of the marked trails network
...

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The marked paths include some long 

distance trails (for example: E-paths, Via 

Francigena or Sentiero Italia) and local 

path networks (parks, local systems).  

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

The network of footpaths is marked with 

white and red stripes and red/white/red flag 

with a black number or other indications.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing  

local destinations

Generally, at the beginning of a path a tablet 

is placed with maps and useful information.  

At crossings with other paths, it is possible 

to find some vertical signs with informa-

tion about places, distance and timing. 

The signs have generally a white back-

ground and black text.  

5.1.4. Walking-map and information boards  

Usually, parks, municipalities and other 

public organisations provide information 

about path networks, especially the Pro 

Loco. For any information on walking and 

trail network contact FIE, CAI, parks and 

other local public or private organisations.

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
E1: Above 1, 100 kms (from border with 

Switzerland to Campania). Almost half 

needs to be re-signed again.

E5: The length from Austrian border to 

Verona is well marked.

E7

E12: There is a plan to work on a project 

from Liguria to South – Thyrrenian Sea. 

On the Adriatic side the project has 

already started and in 2014 the length of 

path will specified.

For information about E1, E5, E7 and E12 

paths contact FIE. 

7. Walking maps 

It’s possible to get some maps free charge 

asking for them at Pro Loco or at the local 

Tourism Office. Anyway, several public 

organisations and many publishers sell 

maps at different prices. In general, the 

maps scale is 1:25 000.
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1. State
Italy

2. Country or territory
Liguria and territories which border is 

with the Piemonte and the Emilia Ro-

magna regions.

3. Organisations performing the marking
Federazione Italiana Escursionismo,  

Via Imperiale 14, 16143 Genova,  

tel. +39 010 3515736 in the afternoon; 

info@fieitalia.it, www.fieitalia.it

Parco naturale dell’Aveto, Via Marrè, 75°, 

16041 Borzonasca (GE), 

www.parks.it/parco.aveto/

Various Mountain Communities (public 

organisations for the development in 

mountain areas) 

    

4. The extent of the marked trails network
FIE: about 3,000 kms with geometric 

signs; others about 1,500 kms with alpha-

numeric indications (for example: A157, 

C3, etc.)

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The whole network of footpath marking 

by FIE uses red for sea side paths and 

yellow for the side looking the Alps or 

North direction.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

The whole network of footpath waymark-

ing by FIE uses some geometric symbols 

(crosses, triangles, square, etc.). The others 

use letters and numbers together.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing  

local destinations

Generally, at the start of a path is a tablet 

is placed with maps and useful informa-

tion. Crossing other paths it is possible to 

find some vertical signs with information 

about places, distance and timing. The 

signs generally have a white background 

and black text.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

Usually parks, municipalities and other 

public organisations provide information 

about path networks, especially the Pro 

Loco.  

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and interna-
tional paths
The path E1 crosses the territory of Ligu-

ria in the North. It’s marked with the inter-

national symbol (white and red stripes, 

flag red/white/red with the “E1” written 

in black). 

7. Walking maps 

It’s possible to get some maps free of 

charge asking for them at the Pro Loco or 

local Tourism Office. Anyway, several public 

organisations and some small publisher of-

fer maps with different prices. Normally, the 

scale of the maps is 1:25 000.

i Italy
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1. State
Italy

2. Country or territory 

Valle d’Aosta 

3. Organisations performing the marking
Local organisations, public and private 

authorities.

For any information on walking and trail 

network in the Valle d’Aosta mail to  

trekking@regione.vda.it

4. The extent of the marked trails network
About 5,300 kms.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The whole network of footpaths is 

marked in yellow.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

The whole network of footpaths uses a 

circle with a yellow background and a 

black number. Sometimes with a yellow 

arrow for the direction. 

A yellow triangle with a black number 

waymarks the ALTA VIA 1 and 2; instead, 

a yellow rhombus with a black number 

marks the high level alpine tours as TMB 

(Monte Bianco), TDC (Grand Combin) and 

TMR (Monte Rosa).

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing  

local destinations

Generally, in the beginning of a path a tablet 

is placed with maps and useful information. 

At crossings other paths it is possible to find 

some vertical signs with information about 

places, distance and timing. The signs are 

generally yellow background and black text.  

 

5.1.4. Walking-map and information boards  

Usually, parks, municipalities and other 

public organisations provide information 

about path networks, especially the Pro 

Loco. 

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
...

7. Walking maps 

It’s possible to get some maps free of 

charge asking for them at the Pro Loco or 

at local Tourism Office. Anyway, several 

public organisations and some small 

publishers sell maps with different prices. 

Normally, the maps scale is 1:25 000.
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1. State
Netherlands

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Wandelnet, Postbus 846,  

3800 AV Amersfoort, www.wandelnet.nl

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The total extent of the marked path net-

works is around 5,000 kms.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

Marked paths in Netherlands are divided 

into long distance and regional footpaths. 

These long distance paths are typically 

around 100 kms in length. There are 

about 30 such paths in Netherlands. A 

detailed guide is available for each long 

distance path. 

In co-operation with Dutch Railways 

some 47 paths have been selected in the 

vicinity of railway lines. These, the so 

called “rail walks” with a length of 10 – 20 

km use parts of the long distance paths in 

places where it is possible to mark start-

ing paths leading to them from rail-way 

stations. 

Regional paths with length of around 

80 kms are all circular ones.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

Long distance paths are marked with 

two-stripe marks with dimensions of 

90 x 70 mms, where the upper stripe is 

white and the lower one red. A doubled 

mark indicates a change of direction of 

the marked path. The “rail walks” marks 

are the same, showing only the Dutch 

Railways logo in the upper white stripe. 

A mark indicating an incorrect route is 

placed at a crossroads in the direction in 

which the marked path does not lead.

 

Regional paths are marked with the same 

marks; however, a yellow stripe is used 

instead of a red one. 

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

...

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

... 

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
...  

7. Walking maps
Topographic maps of the entire territory 

of Netherlands with the routes of marked 

paths set out have been published by 

Topografische Dienst, Bendienplein 5, 

7815 SM Emmen, who provide, free of 

charge, their catalogue with pricelist. Ap-

propriate cut-outs of topographic maps 

are also a part of all long distance path 

guides. 

nL Netherlands
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1. State
Portugal

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Federacao Portuguesa de Campismo, Av. 

Coronel Eduardo Galhardo 24, 1199-007 

Lisboa, www.fcmportugal.com

4. The extent of the marked trails network
...

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

Marked footpaths are divided into long 

distance (GR) and regional paths, the 

marking differs only in the colour of the 

marks. Each path has a number and it’s 

route together with other information for 

walkers which is described in detail in the 

publication shown in paragraph 10.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

All marks are two-stripe with the upper 

stripe white. The dimensions of the stripe 

are 100 x 20 mms and the space between 

the stripes is 5 mms. With long distance 

paths the lower stripe of the mark is red 

and for regional ones it is yellow.

The concurrence of both kinds of paths 

is marked in such a way that a coloured 

stripe of lower significance (PR) is added 

to a mark of higher significance (GR):

The arrow shape of these marks indicates 

a change in direction of the marked path.

A special mark for a forbidden direction 

is used at crossroads. 

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing local 

destinations

Wooden fingerposts with an arrowhead 

are used. On the fingerpost edge oppo-

site the arrow-head, the number of the 

path is shown in a red field, more specifi-

cally in white letters for long distance 

paths and yellow for regional ones. The 

sign of a walker is shown next to the 

number. Texts are single to two-line with 

distance indications in kms. The symbol 

of the path is in the arrowhead.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards

...

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
...

7. Walking maps
...    

 

P Portugal

	  

	  



48

1. State
Poland

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Polskie towarzystwo turystyczno-krajo-

znawcze (PTTK), Zarzad głowny,  

ul. Senatorska 11, 00-075 Warszawa, 

www.ptttk.pl

4. The extent of the marked trails network
...

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The footpaths are divided into lowland 

paths (distances on fingerposts are indi-

cated in kilometers) and mountain paths 

(distances on fingerposts are indicated in 

hours). The manner of marking of lowland 

and mountain paths is the same.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

The unified system of footpath marking 

uses rectangular horizontal three-stripe 

marks with dimensions of 150 x 90 mms, 

the outer stripes of which are white and 

the midstripe coloured. The sequence of 

leading colours according to significance 

is red, blue, green, yellow and black.

In difficult places in terms of orientation, 

it is possible to place the mark on an ob-

ject in such a way that it’s stripes indicate 

the path’s direction. A white exclamation 

mark of around 160 mms in height and 

placed closely above the mark warns of 

the necessity to follow the next stage of 

the path carefully.

A slight change in a path’s direction is in-

dicated by a mark bent to an angle of 45° 

of a frame with dimensions of 100 x 180 

mms while a bigger change is indicated 

by a mark bent to an angle of 90° of a 

frame with dimensions of 150 x 180 mms.  

For the warning of a directional change, 

arrows can be used within a frame with 

dimensions of 172 to 176 x 140 mms.

If several marked paths of different lead-

ing colours pass through the same route, 

all the marks are placed on one object in 

a multicolour sign of obligatory shape. 

A circular end mark with a diameter of 

100 mms is used on both ends of each 

stripe marked path:

In the vicinity of recreational or tourism  

centres with a high density of stripe mark  

networks, one may encounter local ’object 

marking’ using squares rather than stripes  

particularly for shorter walking circuits. A 

square mark of 100 mms side length is cre-

ated by two equilateral triangles whereas 

the leading colour triangle is always on 

the left down. Black is not used as a lead-

ing colour for this kind of marking.

Special white square marks of 100 mms 

side length with coloured 30 mms wide 

diagonal stripes serve for the marking of 

special interest trails. 

PL Poland

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  



49Detours to attractive sights disallowing 

the continuation of stripe or local marks, 

are marked with these object marks of 

100 mms side length.   

                                                                   

Detour to a peak

Detour to a fountain or well

Detour to another sight of interest

Detour to an accommodation facility 

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing local 

destinations

Each marked footpath is equipped with 

fingerposts individually and separately 

for each direction.

Texts of the fingerposts are single to 

three-line with distance indications in 

kilometers for lowland paths and hours 

for mountain paths. The closest place is 

shown on the first line from the top. The 

abbreviation of the path founder (PTTK) 

is shown at the edge of the fingerpost 

opposite the arrowhead and, in addition 

for mountain paths, the name of the PTTK 

organisational unit which maintains the 

path. The symbol of the marked path or 

detour is in the arrow-head.

The fingerposts are wooden with dimen-

sions of 450 x 150 mms. Tablets showing 

local destinations placed above the finger-

posts are yellow with black text. They 

indicate the name of the local destination 

where they are installed and its’ altitude.

The tablets are wooden with dimensions 

of 350 x 150 mms.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

Boards with dimensions of 500-700 x 

500 mm with the scheme of marked path 

routes in a broader context are used at 

the PTTK accommodation facilities and 

important starting points of marked paths.

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

5.1.6. Warning boards

Where the danger of avalanche is present 

on a mountain path, it is necessary to close 

the path. Such closure is indicated by a 

red tablet with dimensions of 450 x 150 

mms with a white notice showing „Path is 

closed“. 

Warning yellow-black chessboard panels 

with the dimensions 400 x 400 mms are 

placed in areas at risk of avalanches. 

         

The warning of an immediate danger 

of avalanche is indicated on a blue-red 

board with an open white hand and a 

white inscription „Avalanche Alarm“.                                           

 

6. European long-distance and  
international paths 
...

7. Walking maps 
...
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1. State
Romania

2. Country or territory 

...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Association Carpatino Ardeleona, Strada 

Lumga 87, 507055 Christian

4. The extent of the marked trails network
...

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The basic requirement within the estab-

lishment of the footpath network is, that, 

if possible, marked paths of the same 

leading colour do not meet or cross. At 

the same time, the following principle 

is observed: that the leading paths are 

marked with a red vertical stripe, other 

paths with a cross and triangle and cir-

cular paths with a circle. A special circle 

mark is designated for path detours. 

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

A unified system of footpath marking uses 

four kinds of marks of a size which can be 

placed in a square with a side length of 

160 mms. The basic colour of the mark is 

white, it’s symbol coloured. The sequence 

of leading colours according to significance 

is red, blue and yellow.

Detours from marked paths are marked 

with the following circle mark in the lead-

ing colour of the path, from which they 

diverge.

A change of direction of a marked path is 

indicated by an arrow on a vertical surface, 

and by a broken mark on a horizontal one 

(i.e. on the ground).

                                                  

Marking is performed in a way which en-

sures that neighbouring marks are clearly 

visible. In places without suitable objects 

for fixing the marks to, wooden, steel or 

plastic poles of 100 mms diameter with 

an above-the-ground height of around  

2 mtrs are sunk. 

At the upper end of the pole, a tablet 

with a mark is fixed so that it’s face is 

orientated against the path direction 

for which it is designated. The poles are 

provided with black and white stripes of 

30 cms width.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing local 

destinations

Each marked footpath is equipped with 

fingerposts individually and separately 

for each direction.

The texts of fingerposts are single-line 

with distance indications in hours round-

ed down to 1/2 hour. Time indications 

shorter than 1/2 hour are shown in tens 

of minutes, times of between a half and 

an hour are rounded up to 1/2 hour and 

3/4 hour. A symbol of the marked path, 

or detour, if appropriate, is placed in the 

arrowhead of the fingerpost.

Fingerposts are wooden or metal with 

dimensions of 680 x 280 mms; those 

doubled for both directions together are 

780 mms long.

Tablets showing local destinations contain 

the name of the destination or destination 

site, it’s altitude and further specifications. 

Their basic colour and letters differ accord-

ing to the locality where they are placed: 

blue signs with white letters are assigned 

for water reservoirs and watercourses, red 

with white letters for peaks and yellow 

with red letters for natural and historical 

sites.

rO Romania

	  

	  

	  

	  



52 5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

At accommodation facilities and more 

significant starting points of marked 

paths, boards of different dimensions are 

placed showing layouts of the marked 

path routes in a broader context, or just 

a simple enumeration of the routes and 

symbols of marked paths passing through 

the point.

5.1.5. Special interest trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
...  

7. Walking maps 

...     
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1. State
Serbia and Montenegro

2. Country or territory 
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
...

4. The extent of the marked trails network
...

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

...

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

The marking is performed with the following 

two kinds of marks in red. The diameter of 

the circle mark is 100 mms and the width 

of the red stripe 30 mms. 

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing 

local destinations

...

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

...

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and interna-
tional paths
...  

7. Walking maps 
...     
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1. State
Sweden

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
In lowland the responsibility is on local or 

regional communities, sometimes on lo-

cal or regional voluntary organisations. 

In the mountains in the north the respon-

sibility is on the state when it comes to 

most of the trails. There are also local 

trails cared for by voluntary organisations. 

4. The extent of the marked trails network
In the lowlands there are some 50 longer, 

regional footpaths and a large number of 

local paths. In the mountains in the north 

there are 5,500 kms footpaths marked by 

the state and large number of local paths.  

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

A basic distinction in the manner of mark-

ing is between lowland and mountain paths.

Marked mountain paths pass mainly 

through inhabited territory without much 

of infrastructure like roads and houses and 

villages. They are, however, in most cases 

equipped with shelters for accommodation 

at intervals of 10 – 20 kilometers – mostly 

with drinking water and toilets available.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

Lowland paths are in most cases designed 

with marks consisting of an orange stripe 

5 – 10 cms wide, around trees or poles at 

a height up to 2 meters. 

Marking in the mountains for walking con-

sists of larger stones or piles of stones. 

For skiing markings consist of poles of 

wood or metal with a red cross at the top. 

They are set up with a distance of about 

40 meters between them. They are sup-

posed to be visible in bad weather. Some-

times footpaths for walking cover the same 

ground as the paths for skiing.

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing local 

destinations

Such posts and sign vary in design and form.

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

Such boards vary in design and form.

5.1.5. Special interest-trail information 

boards

Such boards can exist for pilgrim footpaths, 

for specific themes, for European long 

distance footpaths.

6. European long-distance and  
international paths
For E1 and E6 in Sweden there are comple-

mentary markings with the small Europe-

an mark in blue with 15 stars in yellow. 

Also special information boards are avail-

able. Along the border between Norway 

and Sweden in the mountains in the north 

E1 and Grensesømmen extend, with spo-

radic information boards.

7. Walking maps 

There is a wide range of walking maps for 

regional and local footpaths in the low-

land. For the mountains the walking map 

Fjällkartan (1:100 000 and 1:50 000) is 

produced by Lantmäteriet (a government 

agency).

S Sweden
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1. State
Slovak Republic

2. Country or territory
...

3. Organisations performing the marking
Klub slovenských turistov (KST), Zábor-

ského 33, 831 03  Bratislava 3,  

e-mail: ustredie@kst.sk, www.kst.sk

4. The extent of the marked trails network
The total extent of marked footpaths is 

around 13,000 kms.

5. marking system

5.1. Footpath marking

The basic requirement in the course of 

building the network is that paths are 

marked with the same leading colour, and 

if possible, do not join or intersect each 

other. There is a rule that the main paths 

are marked with red and blue marks while 

the secondary paths are marked with 

green and yellow.

5.1.1. Classification of marked paths

The whole network of marked footpaths 

is marked with three-stripe marks, com-

plemented, to a limited extent with object 

marks.

5.1.2. Kinds of marks 

The unified system of footpath marking 

uses square horizontal three-stripe marks 

of 100 mm side length, the outer stripes 

are white and the midstripe coloured.  

The space between the stripes is 5 mm 

wide. The sequence of leading colours 

according to significance is red, blue, 

green and yellow.

An arrow is used where the marked path 

changes direction suddenly or branches 

out in another direction.

If several marked paths of different lead-

ing colours pass through the same route, 

all the marks are placed on one object in 

an obligatory shape of a multicolour sign. 

In the vicinity of recreational or tourism 

centres with a high density of stripe marked 

networks, it is possible to encounter local 

‘object marking’ using squares rather than 

stripes particularly for shorter walking 

circuits. A square mark of 100 mm side 

length is created by two equilateral triangles 

with the leading colour triangle always on  

the right. This mark also has it’s arrow design.

Special white square marks of 100 mm side 

length with green, 30 mm wide diagonal 

stripe can be used for the marking of special 

interest trails. This mark also has it’s arrow 

design.                            

However, the special interest trails are 

not always marked in this way there are a 

number of them lead along current stripe 

or local marking and they attain the 

character of special interest trails only on 

account of their information panels and 

special direction labels.

 

Detours of a maximum length of 1 km 

leading to attractive sights disallowing 

the continuation of stripe or local marks, 

are marked with these square object 

marks of 100 mm side length. These 

marks also have the arrow design:
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Detour to a peak

Detour to a fountain of well

Detour to other sight of interest

                                 

Detour to a ruin of castle 
or other building

A square trail-end mark of 100 mm side 

length is used at both ends of a stripe or 

local marked path and at the end of each 

detour.

 

5.1.3. Fingerposts and signs showing a 

local destination

Each marked footpath is equipped with 

individual and separate fingerposts for 

each direction.

The basic colour of footpath fingerposts 

is beige with text in black. The text of 

fingerposts are single to three-line, con-

sisting of the name of destinations and 

an indication of the time necessary to get 

there. The closest place is shown on the 

first line from the top. The heading of the 

fingerposts shows “A footpath of KST”, or 

the name of the path. The symbol of the 

marked path or detour is in the arrowhead.

Fingerposts without the symbol of 

marked path or detour in the arrowhead 

drawing attention to important tourist fa-

cilities or attractions in the vicinity of the 

marked path, to which no independent 

sign or detour leads. The reverse direc-

tion from the facility or attraction to the 

marked path is usually also equipped with 

a fingerpost showing as a rule a uniform 

text “To the starting point of marked paths”.

If a special interest trail is not marked 

with a special sign and leads along stripe 

or local marked paths, special interest-

trail signs are placed at their crossroads. 

The symbol of the marked path along 

which the special interest trail continues 

is in their arrowheads:

Fingerposts with the arrowhead of a 

unified dimension of 400 x 140 mm are 

stamped from sheet iron. 

Signs showing local destinations placed 

above fingerposts are also beige with 

black text. They show the name of the 

destination in which they are installed 

and it’s altitude. If convenient, a two-line 

informative text can be added.

The tablets which have a uniform dimen-

sion of 330 x 140 mm are also stamped 

from sheet iron. 

5.1.4. Walking-map and information 

boards  

...
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5.1.5. Special interest trail information 

boards

...

6. European long-distance and interna-
tional paths
European long-distance paths run along a 

common network of stripe marked paths. 

Walkers are informed about their course 

by means of their symbol (such as E 8) 

shown in the arrowhead of fingerposts 

of all paths along which the E-path runs. 

The course of these paths is shown also in 

walking maps of KCT.

International paths run in the same way; 

however there is no notice of their course 

in the countryside. These are only shown 

in walking maps and specific publications.

7. Walking maps 

VKÚ, a.s. Harmanec is the publisher of 

walking maps covering the entire territory 

of the Slovak Republic. These maps in the 

scale of 1:50 000 contain, walking and 

geographical information, drawings of all 

marked footpaths and cycle routes. 

Several other walking map publishers 

exist, whose series do not, however, cover 

the entire territory of the Slovak Republic.

Walking maps can be bought from the 

existing network of bookshops.
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